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Most of the museum collection is going to the archive at Carlisle 
for safekeeping whilst some of the props and large machinery 
will stay in place at Haig. As part of the process Haig held some 
photographic days where the community was invited to come 
along and photograph the building in its raw state. Manager 
Pamela Telford said:  “everyone was welcome, individuals, groups, 
amateurs and professionals, it is important to us that people feel 
part of what is happening to the pit and keeping a record of it 
all for future generations”.

Haig was built between 1914 and 1918 and will begin 
celebrating its centenary when it reopens in 2014, its now a 
grade II listed building and Scheduled Ancient Monument and 

Haig Colliery Mining Museum is nearing the
end of its decant to empty the building

 of its collection, artefacts and memorabilia
 ready for the handover to contractors
 at the begining of December to begin the
£2.4 million refurbishment.

along with the 
headgear stands 
as an important 
and iconic 
reminder of a 
hard working and 
proud industry.

Pamela continued 
“The dates were 
Saturday 26th 

and Sunday 27th of October between 10 am and 4pm, and 
during that time we had over 50 visitors, taking photographs, it 
was quite wonderful as each photographer had a different eye, 
and the results are spectacular.I would  
really like to thank all of them”

More of the photos can be seen on Haig’s facebook page:.
facebook.com/groups/254981372826/?fref=ts

Haig’s funding has come from Heritage Lottery Fund (NW), 
Copeland Community Fund, Garfield Weston Foundation, Foyle 
Foundation, WREN, Cumbria County Council, Charles Hayward 
Foundation, FLAG and The Guerney Trust.

We were really pleased with the response and the intention 
would be that the same photographers would come along at 
various times during the project to record a living history and 
with permissions in place create an exhibition for the new 
museum itself showing before, during and after pictures. “We 
just thought it would be such a nice project to have locals 
involved in, so many locals have ties to the pits and Haig and 
have lovely stories to tell”.

Keep up with us on www.haigpit.wordpress.com
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